








Little Wetland, Midland, 2003 (left) and 2014 (right).



Western Weeds

Typha orientalis
Eucalyptus camaldulensis
Typha domingensis Eucalyptus rudis

Left. Baeometra uniflora, a weed that looks like a native
wildflower. Above. Alternanthera nodiflora looks and acts
like a weedy annual but is native.



Bringing Back
the Bush

1. secure and work from the best areas of the site first

2. minimise disturbance to the soil and replace topsoil and leaf
litter to avoid disturbing native flora and fauna and
compromising the natural conditions of the site

3. resist the urge to overclear or overweed and let the regenerative
ability of the native flora set the pace of clearance.

1. Work from Best Areas First



Left. A remnant Flooded
Gum on the creek bank in
Midland. Understorey
consists of Bolboschoenus
caldwellii. This ‘good area’
was expanded by removing
weeds to allow the native
species to regenerate
naturally.

Left. An artificial dam on
former grazing pasture at
the Blackadder Creek
Floodplain, Viveash. The
lone Flooded Gum and dam
was the starting point for
tree planting to provide
shade and enhance the
habitat values.



2. Minimise disturbance

Self regenerating native Juncus seedlings growing among weedy annuals.



3. Do not overclear or overweed



1. Choose a site

2. Negotiate with the landholder

3. Form a Group

4. Get message out into the community

5. Funding

6. Legal stuff

7. Managment plan



Pickaxe

Gloves



Pitchfork

Screwdriver

Bolt cutters

Hands and eyes

The Weeds Themselves



The solarised area is gradually
expanded and native shrubs and
groundcovers are given a chance to
grow without having to compete
with Kikuyu.

The first sheet of black plastic is laid
down along a ridge covered in
Kikuyu at Spring Avenue Reserve,
Midland.



Technique

Make sure all green parts of the plant
to be solarised are pushed under the
black plastic.



Mosaic strategy

1.

2.

3.

4.



No. ApplicationsTimeMonths

Example

Note.

Above. Table showing maximum solarisation applications per year.

Above. Table comparing the area solarised with the amount and cost of plastic required,
assuming that black builder’s plastic costs about 70 cents a square metre, over a 2 year period.

Above. Graph comparing the area solarised with the amount of plastic required.



Quick Guide



Quick Guide

Note. This table is only meant to be a general guide. Please see the page numbers
referred to for more detailed information.



Hand picking Pennyroyal growing among Alternanthera nodiflora.



Make sure you remove the whole root when handweeding Dock.



Arum Lily

Above left. Cutting back the stems. Above right. Collecting seed cones.



Above. technique for levering out the root mass of a clump of Arum Lilies.

Above. A broken Arum Lily tuber with white sruface showing.

Above: A whole Arum Lily tuber with no broken parts.



Above left. New sprouts hand weeded when soil is damp. Above right. All tubers should be
placed on a sheet of plastic on high ground where they will be dessicated by the summer sun.



Watsonia



When the soil is moist in spring Watsonia bulbs are easily pulled up.

A pile of composting Watsonia at Spring Avenue, Midland.



Take care to remove all the tiny cormels that surround the mature bulb. Each of these cormels
will become a new plant if left behind.



Use pitchfork to lever a section from
the outside of the clump.

Make sure the whole of the root
comes out.



Above. Before treatment. Above right. Sheets of
plastic are laid down around native trees.

Right. The same area after solarised area has
been extended. Right (inset). After solarisation
new Morning glory shoots are easy to spot.



Above. Solarising Morning glory vines on a steep bank.



Above. Pulling up Cyperaceae seedlings growing among Juncus amabilis.

Cyperus polystachyos
Juncus sp



Ficus sp Olea
europaea Ricinus communis Schinus
terebinthifolius

Wild Fig at Plunkett Park, Midland



Blackberry

Cutting Blackberry canes at Spring Avenue, Midland.



Left. After cutting the canes use a
pitchfork to lever out the roots. The roots
are shallow but easily break, leaving
viable parts that will sprout again after
rain. Regular follow up work is required
for several years.



False Bamboo



Cut the bottom of the canes with bolt cutters.

Use the handle of the pickaxe as a lever.



Eucalyptus rudis
Melaleuca raphiophylla

Juncus pallidus Juncus amabilis

Zantedeschia Ethiopica

Pennisetum clandestinum

Carex tereticaulis Eragrostis sp
Melaleuca viminea, Melaleuca

lateritea, Viminaria juncea, Acacia saligna, Taxandria linearifolia Astartea
leptophylla

Centella asiatica
Alternanthera nodiflora

Typha domingensis, Bolboschoenus caldwellii Triglochin sp



Juncus

Paspalum sp Cyperus
sp

Digging the first Arum Lilies at Plunkett Park in 2009. As reference points note the footbridge
in the foreground and the distinctively shaped Flooded Gum in the background.



Above. solarisation in 2009. Below. Native sedge regrowth in 2010.



(Bolboschoenus caldwelli Alternanthera nodiflora

Bolboschoenus caldwellii,
Centella asiatica Alternanthera nodiflora



Before and after photos: spring 2010 to spring 2013.



Bushland Weeds

Christmas beetle in Arum Lily tunnel.



Theretra
oldenlandiae

Christinus marmoratus

Crinia insignifera
Heleioporus eyrei



Some of the native fauna using Arum Lily as habitat: Hawk moth pupa, Gecko and Moaning
Frog.



Flooded Gum (Eucalyptus rudis) at Blackadder Creek, Midland.



Lerps on a partly eaten Flooded Gum leaf.



Ghost moth pupa shell in Flooded Gum understorey. Native birds require healthy moth
populations.





Forager’s Salad including Soursob, Nasturtium, Watercress, Wild turnip flowers,
Marshmallow, Nightshade berries, Brazillian peppers, Patersons Curse flowers.



To the distant eye the country has the appearance of being
well wooded, but I should not say it was thickly timbered. In
some places there are open plains that resemble well ordered
parks.






