
AFRICAN LOVEGRASS 

WANTED 

Eragrostis curvula 

In partnership with 

Introduction 
African Lovegrass is an 
unsightly weed, and a serious 
fire hazard, which is 
widespread in the Southwest 
of Western Australia.  
 
It is common on sandy soils 
and is capable of resisting 
drought and grazing. It 
invades road verges, 
disturbed ground and 
adjacent bushland.  
 
A variable species complex, 
it was introduced for soil 
stability. 
 

Origin   
Southern Africa 
 

Lifeform  
Perennial grass 
 

Description  
Large, tufted; 0.3 - 1.2 m tall. 
 
Leaves: Greyish-green; 
inrolled.  
 
F l o w e r s / S e e d h e a d : 
Greenish-purple/grey;.erect; 

o p e n  o r  c o m p a c t 
inflorescence; up to 40 cm 
long.  
 

Reproduction & 
Dispersal  
Produces prolific amounts of 
seeds, spread by mud on 
vehicles and animals. 
 
The species persists in winter 
and seeds in spring. This life 
cycle makes control very 
difficult.  
 

Growing Habit  
Ideal conditions in summer 
can produce rapid growth 
and seed production.  
 

Status 
Priority weed species for the 
Shire of Kalamunda and the 
Shire of Mundaring. 
 

Distribution 
Mostly Geraldton - Albany 
with some populations 
scattered inland, north of 
geraldton and Esperance. 
 

Growing Season 
Summer 
 

Flowering Season 
Spring/ summer; otherwise, 
opportunistically. 
 

Effect on 
Ecosystem 
While it seldom invades well 
managed natural bushland 
areas, it has the potential to 
encroach, particularly after 
disturbances, such as fire.  

 
May from dense infestations, 
crowding out more desirable 
species in pasture and 
environmental areas. 
 

Control 
Manual 
Strategies for control depend 
on providing unfavourable 
conditions in summer. 
Cultivation and continuous 
grazing provides partial 
control.  
 
It is difficult to remove 
manually due to the fibrous 
root system, but can dig out 
sma l l  p lants.  Larger 
infestations can be burnt or 
slashed.  
 
Chemical 
Target regrowth with 
glyphosate in summer. On 
roadsides, spraying with 
glyphosate, annually, in 
winter provides good control 
and helps reduce spread.  
 
Small infestations can be 
sprayed at any time of the 
year. Will require follow-up 
spray to control seedlings. 
Control for two to three years 
using herbicides and burning 
and then replant and 
encourage native shrub and 
tree species to reduce the 
light levels. 
 
Please see ‘Herbicides and 
Pesticides’ factsheet for more 
information about spraying. 

Glossary 
 
Inflorescence 
The arrangement of the  
flowers and flower axes. 
  
Opportunistically 
All year round; when 
conditions are favourable. 
 
Perennial 
With a life span extending 
over more than two 
growing seasons. 
 
Tufted 
Loose clumping of stems at 
base. 
 
 

For More 
Information  
 
Contact 
 
Eastern Hills Catchment 
Management Program 
Tel: (08) 9424 2222 
 
Shire of Mundaring 
Bushcare Co-ordinator 
Tel: (08) 9290 6685 
 
Shire of Kalamunda  
Bushcare Co-ordinator 
Tel: (08) 9257 9936 

"Photographs and text used with permission of the Western Australian Herbarium, CALM". "Western Australian Herbarium (1998-). FloraBase - The Western Australian Flora. 
Department of Conservation and Land Management. http://florabase.calm.wa.gov.au/" 


