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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 5:00pm. 
 
 
2 ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE (PREVIOUSLY APPROVED) 
 
Committee Members 

Cr Tony Cuccaro (Chairman) EMRC Member Shire of Mundaring 
Cr Charlie Zannino 
(Deputy Chairman)  

EMRC Member City of Swan 

Cr Mike Anderton EMRC Member City of Bayswater 
Cr Frank Lindsey (from 5:17pm) EMRC Member Shire of Kalamunda 
Mr Doug Pearson Director Technical Services City of Bayswater 
Mr Ric Lutey Director Technical Services City of Belmont 
Mr Charles Sullivan Director Development and Infrastructure Services Shire of Kalamunda 
Mr Shane Purdy Director Infrastructure Services Shire of Mundaring 
Mr Jim Coten Executive Manager Operations City of Swan 
Mr Peter Schneider Chief Executive Officer EMRC 
 
Apologies 

Cr Jennie Carter  EMRC Member Town of Bassendean 
Mr Simon Stewert-Dawkins Director Operational Services Town of Bassendean 
Mr Ken Cardy Manager Asset Services Town of Bassendean 
 
Deputy Committee Members - Observers 

Cr Alan Pilgrim EMRC Member Shire of Mundaring 
 
EMRC Officers 
Mr Stephen Fitzpatrick Director Waste Services 
Mr Hua Jer Liew Director Corporate Services 
Mr Dave Beresford Manager Resource Recovery 
Mrs Annie Hughes-d’Aeth Personal Assistant to Director Corporate Services (Minutes) 
 
 
3 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
 
Nil 
 
 
4 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIRMAN OR PRESIDING MEMBER WITHOUT DISCUSSION 
 
Nil 
 
 
5 PETITIONS, DEPUTATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
Nil 
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6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
6.1 MINUTES OF THE RESOURCE RECOVERY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 5 JUNE 2014 
 
That the Minutes of the Resource Recovery Committee meeting held on 5 June 2014, which have been 
distributed, be confirmed. 
 
 
RRC RESOLUTION(S) 
 
MOVED CR ZANNINO SECONDED MR COTEN 
 
THAT THE MINUTES OF THE RESOURCE RECOVERY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 5 JUNE 2014, 
WHICH HAVE BEEN DISTRIBUTED, BE CONFIRMED. 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
7 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 
 
Nil 
 
 
8 QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS WITHOUT NOTICE 
 
Nil 
 
 
9 ANNOUNCEMENT OF CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS FOR WHICH MEETINGS MAY BE CLOSED 

TO THE PUBLIC  
 
Nil 
 
 
10 BUSINESS NOT DEALT WITH FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Nil 
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11 REPORTS OF EMPLOYEES 
 
11.1 UPDATE REPORT ON RESOURCE RECOVERY FACILITY  
 

REFERENCE: D2014/08677 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To advise Council of the status of the Resource Recovery Facility project at the Red Hill Waste 
Management Facility. 
 
 
KEY ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATION(S) 

• Ministerial approval to proceed with the implementation of the project was received on 9 July 2014. 

• The Ministerial statement includes the approval conditions for the two technology options, 
anaerobic digestion and gasification. 

Recommendation(s) 
That the report be received. 

 
 
SOURCE OF REPORT 
 
Director Waste Services 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On 30 April 2009 (Ref: DMDOC/98318), Council resolved to proceed with the Expression of Interest process 
for the Resource Recovery Facility. 
 
Since that time and as part of the project implementation, Council has also resolved that: 

• Acceptable tenderers be listed; 

• EMRC representatives visited nominated reference facilities of acceptable tenderers; 

• Red Hill Waste Management Facility is the preferred site for the Resource Recovery Facility (RRF); 

• The contract models of Design and Construct (D&C) and Design, Build, Operate and Maintain 
(DBOM) are preferred to the Build Own Operate (BOO) contract models at this stage of the project; 

• Anaerobic digestion and gasification are the preferred technology options and a third bin for 
household organic waste collection will be considered in conjunction with anaerobic digestion 
technology; 

• EMRC has proceeded with the environmental approval for the proposal and acceptable tenderers 
have provided information required for this process as required; and 

• Prior to calling tenders, the Establishment Agreement will be amended to reflect the RRF as a 
“new project” and member Councils will be advised of the implications of this amendment. 

 
On 19 September 2013, (Ref: DMDOC/185090) Council resolved: 
 
“THAT  

1. THE CURRENT EXPRESSION OF INTEREST/TENDER PROCESS FOR THE EMRC RESOURCE 
RECOVERY FACILITY (EOI 2009-10) BE CANCELLED AND ACCEPTABLE TENDERERS 
ADVISED ACCORDINGLY. 

2. COUNCIL CONTINUE WITH THE RESOURCE RECOVERY PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION. 

3. THE REPORT REMAINS CONFIDENTIAL AND IS CERTIFIED BY THE CHAIRMAN AND CEO.” 
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Item 11.1 continued 
 
 
REPORT 
 
Following an extended period for the resolution of appeals on the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) 
Report on Recommendations on the Resource Recovery Facility - Red Hill, the Minister for Environment 
dismissed all third party appeals. The EMRC subsequently reviewed and suggested minor amendments to 
the draft approval conditions with the Office of the EPA (OEPA). 
 
The OEPA has accepted all minor amendments suggested by the EMRC and as a consequence the EMRC 
waived its appeal rights in respect to the conditions in the Ministerial statement (Attachment), the final copy 
of which was received on 9 July 2014. 
 
This Ministerial Statement is the approval to proceed with the implementation of the Resource Recovery 
Facility at Red Hill subject to the various conditions of approval and the specific conditions of approval for 
each of the technology options, anaerobic digestion and gasification. These conditions of approval are 
standard for similar proposals and are based on the environmental impact assessment undertaken by the 
EMRC for the Red Hill site. The condition requiring the reduction of cumulative odour levels at Red Hill 
Waste Management Facility prior to the operation of an RRF is an acceptable outcome. 
 
There is a 5 year time limit for commencement of implementation of the proposal from the date of approval, 
i.e. 5 years from 9 July 2014. 
 
Cardno are preparing an implementation plan for consideration at a future meeting of the 
Resource Recovery Committee. This implementation plan will need to be considered in conjunction with the 
Local Government Reform process currently underway and the implications for the project including: 

• Governance in this reform period; 

• The ability of member Councils to provide any loan guarantees required; and 

• The ability of member Councils to commit to a participation agreement. 
 
In general terms, the next stages are as follows: 

1. Seek Council approval to proceed to a tender process subject to member Council agreement to 
participate and provide any loan guarantees; 

2. Amend the EMRC Establishment Agreement; 

3. Prepare tender documentation; 

4. Call for tenders and evaluation of submissions; 

5. Nominate a preferred tenderer; 

6. Council approval to enter into a contract with a preferred tenderer; 

7. Finalise contract with preferred tenderer; and 

8. Construct and commission RRF. 
 
 
STRATEGIC/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Key Result Area 1 – Environmental Sustainability  
 

1.3 To provide resource recovery and recycling solutions in partnership with member Councils 
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Item 11.1 continued 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Resource Recovery Facility will contribute towards minimising the environmental impact of waste by 
facilitating the sustainable use and development of resources. 
 
 
MEMBER COUNCIL IMPLICATIONS 
 
 
Member Council Implication Details 

Town of Bassendean  

Nil 

 

City of Bayswater 
 

City of Belmont 
 

Shire of Kalamunda 
 

Shire of Mundaring 
 

City of Swan 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
 
Statement that a proposal may be implemented – Resource Recovery Facility, Red Hill (Ref: D2014/08650) 
 
 
VOTING REQUIREMENT 
 
Simple Majority 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
That the report be received. 
 
 
RRC RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
MOVED MR LUTEY SECONDED CR ZANNINO 
 
That the report be received. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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11.2 UPDATE REPORT ON HAZELMERE WOOD WASTE TO ENERGY PLANT 
 

REFERENCE: D2014/08679 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To update Council on the progress of the Hazelmere Wood Waste to Energy Plant (WWTE). 
 
 
KEY ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATION(S) 

• The public comments period on the Public Environmental Review for the WWTE plant closed on 
3 June 2014. 

• 126 submissions were received from the public/government agencies. 

• These submissions were provided in a consolidated summary form by the Office of the 
Environmental Protection Authority (OEPA) on 1 July 2014. 

• Strategen assisted in preparing a response to the submissions which was submitted on 
10 July 2014. 

• The EMRC was invited to meet with the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) on 17 July 2014 
to discuss some key issues on the proposal. 

• Further meetings with the OEPA and the EPA are planned for August 2014. 

Recommendation(s) 
That the report be received. 

 
 
SOURCE OF REPORT 
 
Director Waste Services 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The 8 December 2011 meeting of Council (Ref: DMDOC/156538) considered the proposed investigation 
into the feasibility of pyrolysing wood waste and other residuals at EMRC’s Hazelmere site and resolved: 
 
“THAT: 

1. COUNCIL APPROVE EMRC PARTICIPATION IN A PROJECT TO ESTABLISH THE FEASIBILITY 
OF PYROLYSIS OF WOOD WASTE AND OTHER RESIDUALS AT HAZELMERE TIMBER 
RECYCLING CENTRE INVOLVING AN INITIAL FEASIBILITY STUDY FOLLOWED BY A SECOND 
STAGE DETAILED ENGINEERING STUDY. 

2. THE OUTCOMES OF THE FIRST STAGE FEASIBILITY STUDY WILL BE REPORTED TO 
COUNCIL AND APPROVAL SOUGHT TO PROCEED WITH THE SECOND STAGE FEASIBILITY 
STUDY.” 
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Item 11.2 continued 
 
 
The 19 April 2012 meeting of Council (Ref: DMDOC/159154) resolved: 
 
“THAT COUNCIL, BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY: 
 

1. APPROVES EXPENDITURE OF $80,000 FOR THE SECOND STAGE DETAILED ENGINEERING 
STUDY INTO A PYROLYSIS PLANT AT EMRC’S HAZELMERE SITE INVOLVING THE 
SPECIFICATION OF THE PLANT EQUIPMENT REQUIRED AND A BETTER COST ESTIMATE. 

2. APPROVES THE REALLOCATION OF $80,000 FROM 24399/00.JH (CONSTRUCT AND 
COMMISSION RESOURCE RECOVERY PARK) TO 72884/00.JF (EVALUATE RESOURCE 
RECOVERY PARK OPTIONS) TO COVER THE COSTS OF THE SECOND STAGE DETAILED 
ENGINEERING STUDY. 

3. SUPPORTS A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE CLEAN TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION FUND IN 
JULY 2012, TO BE PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY ANSAC WITH INPUT FROM EMRC AND 
UWA AND SEEKING PROJECT FUNDING SUPPORT FOR A DEMONSTRATION WOOD WASTE 
PYROLYSIS FACILITY AT HAZELMERE.” 

 
 
The 20 June 2013 meeting of Council (Ref: DMDOC/180018) resolved: 
 
“THAT COUNCIL: 
 

1. PROCEED WITH THE HAZELMERE WOOD WASTE PYROLYSIS PROJECT. 

2. BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 5.42 OF THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ACT 1995 AUTHORISE THE CEO TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT BETWEEN 
EMRC AND ANSAC FOR THE ENGINEERING, PROCUREMENT, CONSTRUCTION AND 
COMMISSIONING OF THE HAZELMERE WOOD WASTE PYROLYSIS PLANT TO THE VALUE 
OF $7,440,000 SUBJECT TO A, B, AND C; 

a) EXECUTION OF A FUNDING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COMMONWEALTH 
GOVERNMENT AND ANSAC PTY LTD FOR GRANT FUNDING UNDER THE CLEAN 
ENERGY INNOVATION FUND; 

b) RECEIPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER STATUTORY APPROVALS FOR THE 
PROJECT; AND  

c) DEVELOPMENT OF A POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN EMRC AND AN 
ELECTRICITY RETAILER.” 

 
The 19 September 2013 meeting of Council (Ref: DMDOC/184939) provided an update on the project 
progress and also resolved: 
 
“THAT THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER BE AUTHORISED TO MAKE THE FIRST QUARTERLY 
PAYMENT OF $230,016.60 TO ANSAC PTY LTD FOR THE HAZELMERE PYROLYSIS PROJECT”. 
 
The April 2014 meeting of Council resolved: 
 
“THAT COUNCIL: 

1. ACKNOWLEDGES THAT BECAUSE OF STRATEGEN ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS PTY 
LTD’S EXISTING INVOLVEMENT AND EXPERIENCE, IT HAS GOOD REASON TO BELIEVE 
THERE IS UNLIKELY TO BE ANY OTHER SUPPLIER WHO CAN PROVIDE A SIMILAR VALUE 
FOR MONEY OUTCOME TO COMPLETE THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PER PROCESS FOR 
THE HAZELMERE WOODWASTE TO ENERGY PROJECT. 

2. NOTES THE EXPENDITURE OF UP TO $150,000 FOR THE CONSULTING FEES REQUIRED 
TO COMPLETE THE ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING DOCUMENT, THE PER DOCUMENTATION, 
EPA LIAISON, RESPONSE TO PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS AND ANY APPEALS AND 
ATTENDANCE AT COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSIONS BY STRATEGEN, TO BE FUNDED 
FROM THE SECONDARY WASTE RESERVE.” 
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Item 11.2 continued 
 
 
REPORT 
 
At the close of the public comment period on the Public Environmental Review (PER), 126 submissions 
were lodged with the EPA.  
 
Following receipt of the summary of submissions from the EPA on 1 July 2014, work was undertaken on 
preparing a response to the technical and scientific issues raised. Strategen assisted the EMRC in preparing 
a response to public submissions on 10 July 2014 with input from Ansac.  
 
An initial meeting with the EPA was held on 17 July 2014 to discuss specific issues related to the technology 
provenness as set out in the EPA’s principles and recommendations of the EPA and Waste Authority report 
to the Minister for the Environment on “Environmental and health performance of waste to energy 
technologies”. Mr Matt Martella, Technology Director for Ansac attended the meeting. 
 
Further meetings are planned with the OEPA to discuss the EMRC’s response to public submissions as they 
undertake their assessment of the proposal and another briefing of the EPA is expected on 21 August 2014. 
The EPA report and recommendations is expected to be issued in September 2014. 
 
Community Engagement 
Further community engagement with the Hazelmere community is planned nearer to the release of the EPA 
report and recommendations. 
 
The project “frequently asked questions” section on the EMRC website has been updated and a series of 
advertorials are planned to be run in community newspapers over the next few months to provide 
information on the project. 
 
 
STRATEGIC/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Key Result Area 1 – Environmental Sustainability  
 

1.1 To provide sustainable waste disposal operations 

1.3 To provide resource recovery and recycling solutions in partnership with member Councils 

1.4 To investigate leading edge waste management practices 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Funds are provided in the annual budget for 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 to undertake capital works for the 
project and once in operation would reduce expenditure to dispose of any surplus wood chip. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Hazelmere Wood Waste to Energy plant is aimed at reducing waste to landfill and therefore 
greenhouse gas emissions and producing renewable electricity and biochar. This is consistent with the 
State Waste Strategy for reduction of waste to landfill. 
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Item 11.2 continued 
 
 
MEMBER COUNCIL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Member Council Implication Details 

Town of Bassendean  

Nil 

 

City of Bayswater 
 

City of Belmont 
 

Shire of Kalamunda 
 

Shire of Mundaring 
 

City of Swan 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
 
Nil 
 
 
VOTING REQUIREMENT 
 
Simple Majority 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
That the report be received. 
 
 
RRC RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
MOVED MR SULLIVAN SECONDED CR ZANNINO 
 
That the report be received. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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11.3 WASTE & RECYCLE CONFERENCE 2014 
 

REFERENCE: D2014/08680 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To advise Council of the upcoming Waste & Recycle 2014 conference being held in Fremantle on 
22-26 September 2014 at The Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle. 
 
 
KEY ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATION(S) 

• The annual WA Waste & Recycle Conference is to be held in Fremantle on 23-26 September 2014. 

Recommendation(s) 
That:  

1. Councillors and officers note the dates of the forthcoming conference. 

2. Councillor(s) ______________________________________________________ be authorised to 
attend the WA Waste & Recycle 2014 Conference.  

3. Two places be offered to the Waste Management Community Reference Group (WMCRG) in the 
event that some members may wish to attend.  

 
 
SOURCE OF REPORT 
 
Director Waste Services  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Advice has been received that the WA Waste & Recycle 2014 Conference is to be held between 
23-26 September 2014 at The Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle and that the theme of the conference is 
“Changing the Drivers”. 
 
 
REPORT 
 
The WA Waste & Recycle Conference is an annual event which caters to those involved in waste 
management, resource recovery and recycling. In 2013, three EMRC Councillors and two WMCRG 
members attended the Waste & Recycle Conference. 
 
The theme for 2014 is “Changing the Drivers”. There will be a panel session on this topic on 
25 September 2014 with the keynote speakers and the Waste Authority Chairman discussing the instigators 
of change including landfill levies, behavioural change, legislation and so on. Other topics include: 

• Three bin implementation; 

• The State Waste Communications Strategy; 

• Issues with anaerobic digestion plant implementation; 

• Update on the Strategic Waste Infrastructure Planning Project; 

• Pilbara Waste Infrastructure Planning Project; 

• Excellence in recycling; 

• Environmental compliance; and 

• Waste wise schools.  
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Item 11.3 continued  
 
 
The preliminary programme for the conference is attached for information (Attachment 1). 
 
Registration includes access to internal exhibition displays, the opportunity to hear national and international 
keynote speakers including Greg Moore from Canada, Ron Gonen from USA, Dr Carmen Lawrence from 
Perth and James Stanfield from Ballarat. There will also be opportunities for participants to share experience 
and knowledge with peers on previous achievements and successes and network with others in the waste 
and recycling industry. 
 
The tours and workshops include: 

1. Landfill Operations Workshop; 

2. Waste 101 Tour and Workshop; 

3. Organics Odyssey; 

4. Rottnest Island Tour; 

5. Tip Shop Tours; 

6. Litter Workshop; 

7. C&I Sorting; and 

8. Electronic Waste Recycling. 
 
The 2014 Waste & Recycle Conference will again feature a Waste Authority’s breakfast. The conference 
programme covers a range of issues that are generally of interest to the EMRC. The 2014 conference 
assessment form is attached (Attachment 2). 
 
 
STRATEGIC/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Key Result Area 1 – Environmental Sustainability 
 

1.1 To provide sustainable waste disposal operations 

1.2 To improve regional waste management 

1.3 To provide resource recovery and recycling solutions in partnership with member Councils 

1.4 To investigate leading edge waste management practices 
 
Two of the host organisations are WALGA and the Waste Management Association of Australia (WMAA) 
and the Waste Authority are a gold sponsor. The EMRC supports these organisations by participating in 
their activities and by cooperating and sharing information with others. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The expenditures for councillor and officer attendance at conferences are budgeted each year. Similarly, an 
allowance of $3,000 is made each year in the Resource Recovery Budget for WMCRG members to attend 
local conferences and seminars. The early bird rate for the conference has been extended to 
15 August 2014 and a request has been made to extend this until 22 August 2014. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil 
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Item 11.3 continued  
 
 
MEMBER COUNCIL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Member Council Implication Details 

Town of Bassendean  

Nil 

 

City of Bayswater 
 

City of Belmont 
 

Shire of Kalamunda 
 

Shire of Mundaring 
 

City of Swan 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
 
1. Preliminary Conference Programme (Ref: D2014/08963)  
2. Conference Assessment Form (Ref: D2014/08082) 
 
 
VOTING REQUIREMENT 
 
Simple Majority 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
That:  

1. Councillors and officers note the dates of the forthcoming conference. 

2. Councillor(s) ______________________________________________________ be authorised to 
attend the WA Waste & Recycle 2014 Conference.  

3. Two places be offered to the Waste Management Community Reference Group (WMCRG) in the 
event that some members may wish to attend.  

 
 
Discussion ensued 
Cr Anderton expressed an interest in attending the WA Waste & Recycle 2014 Conference being held from 
22-26 September 2014 at The Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle.  
 
 
RRC RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
MOVED CR ZANNINO SECONDED MR COTEN 
 
That:  

1. Councillors and officers note the dates of the forthcoming conference. 

2. Councillor(s) ______________________________________________________ be authorised to 
attend the WA Waste & Recycle 2014 Conference.  

3. Two places be offered to the Waste Management Community Reference Group (WMCRG) in the 
event that some members may wish to attend.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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11.4 WASTE EDUCATION PROGRESS REPORT 
 

REFERENCE: D2014/08682 
 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
The following report provides an update of the EMRC waste education program during the period July 2013 
to June 2014. 
 
 
KEY ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATION(S) 

Updates on the following Waste Education Programs are included: 

• Regional Waste Education Strategy development and implementation; 

• The Regional Waste Education Steering Group; 

• Waste and Recycle Guide 2014/2015 development and distribution; 

• The EMRC Battery Collection program; 

• The EMRC Compact Fluorescent Light Collection program; 

• Tours of the Red Hill Waste Management Facility and Education Centre activities; 

• Community activities; and 

• Waste Education in Western Australia. 

Recommendation(s) 
That the report be received 

 
 
SOURCE OF REPORT 
 
Waste Education Officer 
Director Waste Services 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Regional Waste Education Steering Group (RWESG) was formally endorsed by member Councils and 
the EMRC in 2004 to guide the development and delivery of a waste education program on a regional basis.  
 
During April and May 2005, each member Council adopted in principle support for: 
 

“1. A REGIONAL STRUCTURE FOR WASTE EDUCATION IN THE EMRC REGION WITH THE EMRC 
AS COORDINATOR AND THE MEMBER COUNCILS, THROUGH THE MEMBER COUNCIL 
STEERING GROUP, PROVIDING DIRECTION AND INPUT; AND 

2. THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 3-YEAR, COSTED, REGIONAL WASTE EDUCATION STRATEGY TO 
BE REVIEWED BY THE MEMBER COUNCILS STEERING GROUP, TECHNICAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE (TAC), EMRC AND MEMBER COUNCILS.” 
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Item 11.4 continued 
 
 
REPORT 
 
Regional Waste Education Strategy 
The Regional Waste Education Strategy 2013-2015 (the Strategy) was developed by the Regional Waste 
Education Steering Group (RWESG), facilitated by the EMRC and endorsed by Council in December 2012 
(Ref: DMDOC/172121). 
 
The Strategy includes a range of initiatives that had commenced under previous versions of the Strategy 
and have been maintained. Further initiatives are being developed in consultation with the RWESG. Specific 
initiatives from the Strategy are discussed in more detail below. 
 
The Regional Waste Education Steering Group (RWESG) 
The RWESG was established to provide a collaborative approach to waste education and membership 
consists of officers appointed by Member Councils as well as representation from waste related industry in 
the region. The RWESG meets 6 weekly to progress the Strategy and current membership comprises: 
 
Manager, Health & Ranger Services (Chairperson) City of Belmont 
Contracts and Support Officer Town of Bassendean 
Supervisor Resource Recovery Shire of Kalamunda 
Coordinator Waste Recycling Management City of Swan 
Business Support Officer 
Waste Recycling Management 

City of Swan 

Environmental Sustainability Officer City of Swan 
Coordinator Waste and Recycling  Shire of Mundaring 
Coordinator Waste & Environmental Management City of Bayswater 
Education Officer Transpacific Cleanaway 
Director Waste services EMRC 
Manager Resource Recovery EMRC 
Waste Education Officer EMRC 
Waste Education Officer EMRC 
Coordinator Sales and Product Development EMRC 
 
Members of RWESG acknowledged in mid 2013 that it was timely to review the Terms of Reference. This 
was undertaken in August 2013 and updates identify the importance of collaboration and coordination for 
implementation of the Strategy. 
 

Priority Actions of the Regional Waste Education Strategy 
1. Waste and Recycling Guide 2014/2015 

The Strategy identifies the importance of maintaining and improving the Waste and Recycling 
Guide. It has been suggested that consideration be given to the use of more streamlined 
approaches such as internet applications as a greater proportion of the population have computer 
access. Also consideration was given to reducing content of the Guide as some of the information 
especially that related to State Government activities, was duplicated elsewhere. Given the 
proposed Local Government Reform, the RWESG agreed to continue using the Guide in the current 
format with current activities dates for the 2014/2015 Guide.  
 
The 2014/2015 Guide was printed in June 2014 for five of the Member Councils (Kalamunda 
decided to produce its own) and made available for Member Council distribution. The future roll out 
of the Guide will be reviewed over the next 12 months. 
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Item 11.4 continued 
 
 

2. EMRC Battery Collection Program 
The Dry Cell Battery Collection program, established in 2003 has grown significantly over the past 
few years and there are now 32 public places and 73 schools across the EMRC region providing 
sites for battery drop off. A review of the program was undertaken in early 2014 to identify and 
implement potential improvements. Changes to the program include: 

• Development of a collection roster based on proximity of sites which ensures all public 
places are visited once a month and all schools at least once a semester; 

• Additional promotion of the program including new brochures, perpetual trophies for school 
awards and clearly identifiable apparel for the Battery Collection Officer; 

• Regular communication with key stakeholders including member Council representatives, 
public place and school coordinators, industry and government; 

• Data collection and dissemination to all relevant stakeholders; and 

• Occupational safety and health improvements for staff. 
 

RWESG members are actively supporting recruitment into the program of local shopping centres 
and primary schools and the potential for secondary school involvement is being investigated.  
 
Since commencement of the EMRC Battery Program, over 50 tonnes of batteries have been 
diverted from landfill. With improved data collection systems, forward estimates predict collection of 
over 17 tonnes for the coming financial year. Improved certainty of volumes could provide the basis 
for establishment of a battery processing facility in WA rather than transport to Melbourne for sorting 
and export. 
 
The program has recorded: 
 
 Schools 

(kg) 
Number of 
sites 

Public Places 
(kg) 

Number of 
sites 

2012/2013 5173 65 8902 32 
2013/2014 5287 70 9413 33 

 
A nomination for the Waste Authority’s Infinity Award (Waste Champion) has been developed and 
submitted based on ten years of the EMRC Battery Collection Program and its achievements. 

 
3. EMRC Compact Fluorescent Light Collection program 

The collection of Compact Fluorescent Lights (CFLs) at secure public sites continues and is linked 
to the EMRC Battery Collection program. Approximately 704kg of CFLs were diverted from landfill 
during the last financial year. 
 
The program has recorded: 
 
 Number of sites Public Place  

kg 
2012/2013 33 648 
2013/2014 32 704 
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Item 11.4 continued 

 
 

4. Tours of the Red Hill Waste Management Facility and Education Centre Activities 
Tours of the Red Hill Waste Management Facility continue to be popular with schools and other 
educational institutions in the region. Most of the school groups also participate in the activities at 
the Education Centre. Tours have also been provided to Council staff and some community groups 
where the availability of transport has not been a hindrance.  
 

 Number of 
Tours 

Number of 
Participants 

2012/2013 52 1560 
2013/2014 23 959 

 
The education program is being reviewed with the objective of making it more accessible to students 
younger than year 3 and in high school. A workshop with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken in 
August 2014 to revisit the program and assess the current displays, activities and teaching program 
for alignment with the current Australian Curriculum and needs of schools. 
 
Interest in visiting the site by community groups varies. Feedback has indicated that issues 
associated with attending tours include timing of the tours, getting to Red Hill and having access to a 
bus service for use on site.  

 
5. Community activities 

The Waste Education team has participated in a range of community based waste activities, such as 
the Earth Carer displays at the Royal Show and Perth Garden Festival. This participation was 
supported by Earth Carer volunteers. 
 
The team also developed and promoted a range of activities for community members and staff at 
EMRC during National Recycling Week. 
 
A project is being developed to publish monthly recycling data provided to EMRC by Councils in a 
form that acknowledges current activities and the potential for improvement. 
 

Waste Education in Western Australia 
1. Regional Council Communication and Collaboration 

Waste educators from the Metropolitan Regional Councils, Waste Authority, WALGA and 
Department of Environmental Regulation (DER) participate in monthly meetings at DER offices of 
the Waste Educators Networking Group. Waste Education Officers from EMRC attend these 
meetings and share information with the RWESG. 
 

2. Waste Authority 
Waste Education maintains regular contact with the Office of the Waste Authority and participates in 
activities of relevance to communication and engagement with communities that originate with the 
WA. During 2013/2014, Waste Education officers participated in workshops to develop the WA 
Communications Strategy. 
 

3. WALGA 
The Waste and Recycling Branch at WALGA coordinates and facilitates many activities in waste 
education and waste reduction on behalf of the Waste Authority. Waste Education at EMRC liaises 
regularly with the WALGA on behalf of Member Councils and has participated in workshops for the 
development of Best Practice Verge Collection Guidelines 

 

46



 
 
 
 
 

 

EMRC 
Ordinary Meeting of Council 21 August 2014 Ref: D2014/07472 
Resource Recovery Committee 7 August 2014 Ref: D2014/08675 
 

Item 11.4 continued 
 
 
STRATEGIC/POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Key Result Area 1 – Environmental Sustainability  
 

1.2 To improve regional waste management 

1.3 To provide resource recovery and recycling solutions in partnership with member Councils 

1.4 To investigate leading edge waste management practices 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The costs for Council bus hire for community tours is being investigated. 
 
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
A well-coordinated waste education program with the EMRC, the member Councils and the WMCRG 
working together to achieve similar outcomes will be more sustainable over the long term. 
 
 
MEMBER COUNCIL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Member Council Implication Details 

Town of Bassendean  

Nil 

 

City of Bayswater 
 

City of Belmont 
 

Shire of Kalamunda 
 

Shire of Mundaring 
 

City of Swan 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
 
Regional Waste Education Strategy 2013-2015 (Ref: D2014/08859) 
 
 
VOTING REQUIREMENT 
 
Simple Majority 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
That the report be received. 
 
 
Discussion ensued 
The Manager Resource Recovery provided a brief overview of the report. 
 
Cr Lindsey entered the meeting at 5:17pm. 
 
The Chairman acknowledged the great effort by the EMRC in keeping batteries out of landfill. 
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Item 11.4 continued 
 
 
RRC RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
MOVED MR PEARSON SECONDED CR ANDERTON 
 
That the report be received. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Objective 4 To provide lobbying and advocacy on waste-related issues 
 

Strategy 4.1 Undertake lobbying and advocacy activities to support waste reduction and recycling 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Objective 5 To research and continually improve waste education programs 
 

Strategy 5.1 Develop monitoring & research systems to maintain an understanding of stakeholder knowledge, attitudes 

and behaviour regarding waste management in the region 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Strategy 5.2 Create opportunities for enabling research and evaluation of existing and potential waste education projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Strategy 5.3 Monitor local and international waste education developments and trends 

 
 
 
 

Regional Waste Education  

Strategy 2013 - 2015 Initiative 

4.1.1  Participate in consultative groups regarding state and local government directions in waste education 

4.1.2  Contribute knowledge in regional and state forums in the development of cohesive waste education com-

munications and programs 

Initiative 

5.1.1  Maintain and develop qualitative and quantitative research and evaluation (biennially and ongoing) 

Initiative 

5.2.1   Continue to foster relationships with tertiary institutions to develop research opportunities in waste edu-

cation 

5.2.2  Research and develop education programs focused on transition/change management 

5.2.3  Research current waste education learning and practices in the region’s primary schools 

Initiative 

5.3.1  Monitor local and international waste education developments and trends which are applicable for the 

region 

5.3.2.  Monitor national curriculum developments and how they might impact on waste education 

5.3.3  Present papers at conferences on waste education projects and initiatives 
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Objective 1 To increase awareness of the region’s waste management initiatives, in particular 

the Resource Recovery Project 

 

Strategy 1.1 Maintain a dynamic regional and local waste education and communication campaign 

Strategy 1.2 Continue to raise awareness of the Resource Recovery Project 

 
Objective 2  

To increase community involvement in the region’s waste management initiatives and capacity 

to practise waste avoidance 
 
Strategy 2.1 Develop community outreach programs and activities focused on improving waste management and waste 

Strategy 2.1 continued... 

 
Strategy 2.2 Raise community awareness of how to reduce waste to landfill 

 
Objective 3 

To continue to develop sustainable regional partnerships for effective local and regional waste 

education and communications 
 

Strategy 3.1 Continue to foster and enhance regional cooperation with member Councils to implement and support re-

gional waste education initiatives 

 

Strategy 3.2 Undertake activities with EMRC and member Council staff to foster knowledge, interest & pride in regional 

waste management 

 

 

 

1.1.1  Maintain and improve the annual Waste & Recycling Guide and A-Z Disposal Guide 

1.1.2  Develop a streamlined promotional plan which uses a variety of media for different target audiences 

1.1.3  Maintain, review and update the RGang website 

1.1.4  Increase profile of Red Hill Environmental Education Centre & Red Hill Waste Management Facility 

1.1.5  Continue updating and improving existing displays in Environmental Education Centre 

1.1.6  Develop regular Regional Recycling [Waste Management] Reports for residents 

1.1.7  Support new recycling initiatives through the development of new promotional materials and integration 

into existing communications 

1.1.8  Undertake regular review of future financial requirements for waste education 

1.1.9  Continue promoting the events recycling trailer for use in council events 

1.1.10  Promote waste management through major national campaigns & events (e.g. National Recycling Week; KAB 

week; International Composting Awareness Week ICAW) 

Initiative 

1.2.1  Support emerging resource recovery trials and community consultation processes through communications 

and education programs 

1.2.2  Review the community database and its use for future community consultation and awareness raising pro-

jects 

1.2.3  Update existing Resource Recovery promotional materials and website 

1.2.4  Update the education centre to reflect emerging Resource Recovery options 

1.2.5  Support development of marketing plan for Resource Recovery (as options are finalised) 

Initiative 

 

Initiative 

2.1.4  Expand the schools and public place battery collection program 

2.1.5  Continue to work with high Schools in the region to develop waste education projects 

2.1.6  Train and utilise volunteers to encourage responsible behaviour at events 

2.1.3 Expand education activities associated with the HHW Program 

Initiative 

2.2.1  Develop waste avoidance and recycling messages  

Initiative 

3.1.1  Maintain Regional Waste Education Steering Group 

3.1.2  Provide advice and support for localised Council initiatives to reduce and manage waste 

3.1.3  Support community organisations’ waste management initiatives 

Initiative 

3.2.1  Provide regular updates on waste education initiatives and performance to the Resource Recovery Commit-

tee and EMRC Council 

3.2.2  Provide regular updates on Strategic Waste Management Plan to EMRC Committees and EMRC Council 

3.2.3  Provide regular updates on Strategic Waste Management Plan, Resource Recovery, waste education initia-

tives and performance to staff members 

3.2.4  Develop programs to encourage staff participation in waste reduction activities  

Initiative 

2.1.1  Provide workshops, education activities and mentoring for targeted community groups 

2.1.2  Provide opportunities for WMCRG (and other emerging committees) to participate, contribute and provide 

feedback for waste education activities 
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Objective 1 To increase awareness of the region’s waste management initiatives, in particular 

the Resource Recovery Project 

 

Strategy 1.1 Maintain a dynamic regional and local waste education and communication campaign 

Strategy 1.2 Continue to raise awareness of the Resource Recovery Project 

 
Objective 2  

To increase community involvement in the region’s waste management initiatives and capacity 

to practise waste avoidance 
 
Strategy 2.1 Develop community outreach programs and activities focused on improving waste management and waste 

Strategy 2.1 continued... 

 
Strategy 2.2 Raise community awareness of how to reduce waste to landfill 

 
Objective 3 

To continue to develop sustainable regional partnerships for effective local and regional waste 

education and communications 
 

Strategy 3.1 Continue to foster and enhance regional cooperation with member Councils to implement and support re-

gional waste education initiatives 

 

Strategy 3.2 Undertake activities with EMRC and member Council staff to foster knowledge, interest & pride in regional 

waste management 

 

 

 

1.1.1  Maintain and improve the annual Waste & Recycling Guide and A-Z Disposal Guide 

1.1.2  Develop a streamlined promotional plan which uses a variety of media for different target audiences 

1.1.3  Maintain, review and update the RGang website 

1.1.4  Increase profile of Red Hill Environmental Education Centre & Red Hill Waste Management Facility 

1.1.5  Continue updating and improving existing displays in Environmental Education Centre 

1.1.6  Develop regular Regional Recycling [Waste Management] Reports for residents 

1.1.7  Support new recycling initiatives through the development of new promotional materials and integration 

into existing communications 

1.1.8  Undertake regular review of future financial requirements for waste education 

1.1.9  Continue promoting the events recycling trailer for use in council events 

1.1.10  Promote waste management through major national campaigns & events (e.g. National Recycling Week; KAB 

week; International Composting Awareness Week ICAW) 

Initiative 

1.2.1  Support emerging resource recovery trials and community consultation processes through communications 

and education programs 

1.2.2  Review the community database and its use for future community consultation and awareness raising pro-

jects 

1.2.3  Update existing Resource Recovery promotional materials and website 

1.2.4  Update the education centre to reflect emerging Resource Recovery options 

1.2.5  Support development of marketing plan for Resource Recovery (as options are finalised) 

Initiative 

 

Initiative 

2.1.4  Expand the schools and public place battery collection program 

2.1.5  Continue to work with high Schools in the region to develop waste education projects 

2.1.6  Train and utilise volunteers to encourage responsible behaviour at events 

2.1.3 Expand education activities associated with the HHW Program 

Initiative 

2.2.1  Develop waste avoidance and recycling messages  

Initiative 

3.1.1  Maintain Regional Waste Education Steering Group 

3.1.2  Provide advice and support for localised Council initiatives to reduce and manage waste 

3.1.3  Support community organisations’ waste management initiatives 

Initiative 

3.2.1  Provide regular updates on waste education initiatives and performance to the Resource Recovery Commit-

tee and EMRC Council 

3.2.2  Provide regular updates on Strategic Waste Management Plan to EMRC Committees and EMRC Council 

3.2.3  Provide regular updates on Strategic Waste Management Plan, Resource Recovery, waste education initia-

tives and performance to staff members 

3.2.4  Develop programs to encourage staff participation in waste reduction activities  

Initiative 

2.1.1  Provide workshops, education activities and mentoring for targeted community groups 

2.1.2  Provide opportunities for WMCRG (and other emerging committees) to participate, contribute and provide 

feedback for waste education activities 
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Objective 4 To provide lobbying and advocacy on waste-related issues 
 

Strategy 4.1 Undertake lobbying and advocacy activities to support waste reduction and recycling 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Objective 5 To research and continually improve waste education programs 
 

Strategy 5.1 Develop monitoring & research systems to maintain an understanding of stakeholder knowledge, attitudes 

and behaviour regarding waste management in the region 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Strategy 5.2 Create opportunities for enabling research and evaluation of existing and potential waste education projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Strategy 5.3 Monitor local and international waste education developments and trends 

 
 
 
 

Regional Waste Education  

Strategy 2013 - 2015 Initiative 

4.1.1  Participate in consultative groups regarding state and local government directions in waste education 

4.1.2  Contribute knowledge in regional and state forums in the development of cohesive waste education com-

munications and programs 

Initiative 

5.1.1  Maintain and develop qualitative and quantitative research and evaluation (biennially and ongoing) 

Initiative 

5.2.1   Continue to foster relationships with tertiary institutions to develop research opportunities in waste edu-

cation 

5.2.2  Research and develop education programs focused on transition/change management 

5.2.3  Research current waste education learning and practices in the region’s primary schools 

Initiative 

5.3.1  Monitor local and international waste education developments and trends which are applicable for the 

region 

5.3.2.  Monitor national curriculum developments and how they might impact on waste education 

5.3.3  Present papers at conferences on waste education projects and initiatives 
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12 REPORTS OF DELEGATES 
 
Nil 
 
 
13 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OR PRESIDING 

MEMBER OR BY DECISION OF MEETING 
 
Nil 
 
 
14 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS FOR WHICH THE MEETING MAY BE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 
 
Nil 
 
 
15 FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE RESOURCE RECOVERY COMMITTEE 
 
The next meeting of the Resource Recovery Committee will be held on Thursday, 4 September 2014 
(if required) at the EMRC Administration Office, 1st Floor, Ascot Place, 226 Great Eastern Highway, 
Belmont WA 6104 commencing at 5:00pm. 
 
 
Future Meetings 2014 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Thursday 4 September (if required) at EMRC Administration Office 
Thursday 9 October (if required) at EMRC Administration Office 
Thursday 20 November at EMRC Administration Office 
 
 
16 DECLARATION OF CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 5:20pm. 
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