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4.1 Economic context
The economic growth of Perth’s Eastern Region is contingent upon expanding 
existing strengths, capitalising on emerging growth opportunities and maximising 
opportunities from the signifi cant investment and infrastructure projects already 
completed, underway or planned for the region. Improving and promoting the 
liveability of Perth’s Eastern Region will build community capacity to respond 
to, and take advantage of, social, environmental and economic opportunities.
The Australian Government’s Smart Cities Plan supports productive, accessible, 
liveable cities that attract talent, encourage innovation and create jobs and growth. 
Together, the region offers a range of investment options and opportunities for 
local business growth that can achieve these outcomes. 

Perth’s Eastern Region reflected the exceptional economic growth of Western 
Australia and achieved a growth rate of 7.6% per annum between 2008 and 2014, 
approximately 38.9% higher growth than the Australian economy. This growth was 
largely due to activity in the resources sector that has now slowed. 

The region’s economy is largely supported by manufacturing, logistics and 
distribution. Over one third of employment in the region is supplied in these sectors 
(39,322 jobs). The retail sector is growing and currently employs more than 15,000 
workers and the labour market in the region has historically been stronger than 
the Greater Perth Metropolitan Area with a marginally lower unemployment rate 
from 2010-2015.

The region’s resident population has increased by an average of 2.5% per annum 
over the past decade, which is slightly less than the average growth experienced 
across the greater Perth metropolitan area of 2.9%. What is notable is the shift 
towards higher growth within established areas with key transport links and a 
shift toward apartment living, driven largely by a combination of demographic, 
affordability and government policy.

Business incubation, innovation, competitive advantage and 
supporting improved infrastructure are vital to ensuring the 
economic prosperity of the region into the future. The EMRC works 
with its member councils to advocate for, and provide advice, 
assistance, project support and research on, economic development 
matters including business growth and support services, investment 
in infrastructure that supports activity centres and ensuring that 
benefi ts from infrastructure are maximised.  
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$20.619 billion

Jobs

124,500

Employment 
self-suffi ciency

77.9%

$24.513 
billion

$22.768 
billion

GRP Value added

Output $55.147 billion

Regional Exports

Regional Imports

$16.889 billion
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4.2 Regional economic development priorities

4.2.1 Business growth, investment and innovation

The EMRC recognises the importance of the number of large scale companies that fall 
under the umbrella of logistics, manufacturing and distribution located in Perth’s Eastern 
Region. While this provides a unique opportunity to support growth of the sector 
through economies of scale, it is also important to ensure that the economic base of 
the region diversifi es to protect stability and enable growth. The EMRC is committed to 
supporting identifi ed industry clusters and to advocating for new investment from large 
scale companies to support a diverse employment base and provide market protection. 

The EMRC continues to focus on supporting existing business growth and advocating 
for greater opportunities through innovation and job creation. New technology and 
innovation that supports productivity, reduces environmental impacts and creates new 
markets will be nurtured. 

4.2.2 Infrastructure to support strategic centres and population growth

The EMRC continues to support and advocate for enhancements and connectivity 
to the strategic metropolitan, secondary and district centres in the region, identifi ed 
in state government planning documents, which are constrained due to ageing and 
inadequate infrastructure to support growth. An example is the Mundaring Town 
Centre Revitalisation which is restricted by limited wastewater capacity to support 
the development of the centre into a ‘district centre’. The Helena Valley growth area, 
identifi ed as an urban expansion investigation area, will require additional community 
recreational infrastructure to support population growth. 

Morley, identifi ed as a Strategic Metropolitan Centre in the Western Australian State 
Government’s Directions 2031 and Beyond is not currently serviced by rail, which is 
considered a key constraint to expanding business interests in the area. Rail to Morley, 
however, has been identifi ed in the state government’s recently released draft of its 
Perth Transport Plan - Transport @ 3.5 Million. 

Transport infrastructure is also required to support activity centres, particularly in 
Ellenbrook, Belmont and Midland. In addition to supporting transport connections to 
activity centres, the role of freight routes impacting on the centres is also important. 
For instance, the freight rail alignment through Midland divides the centres and impacts 
on business interests and community safety. Having regard for the impacts of freight 
rail, when planning for the future development of the Forrestfield area and other 
potential development sites across the region, will ensure positive outcomes for the 
future residents in this area. 

4.2.3 Maximise infrastructure benefi ts

The EMRC supports economic and social opportunities that will arise as a result of 
effective land use around stations on the new Forrestfi eld - Airport Link. The Forrestfi eld 
- Airport Link will provide an opportunity for transit orientated development in 
Forrestfi eld and High Wycombe that could cater for affordable high density housing 
close to rail connections and employment nodes. The Forrestfi eld - Airport Link is also 
a key opportunity for economic activity in the Bayswater Town Centre once increased 
transport connections to the station and higher density residential developments occur. 

The City of Belmont’s Development Area 6 has the potential to maximise opportunities 
associated with rail and proximity to the Perth Airport estate, encouraging commercial 
and residential investment for long term economic benefi t. The EMRC will provide 
a strong advocacy role to encourage connectivity between public transport and 
recreational facilities along the Forrestfi eld - Airport Link, including Bayswater.

The slower than anticipated roll-out of the National Broadband Network (NBN) is seen 
as a barrier to future development for small business growth and innovation in Perth’s 
Eastern Region and the EMRC continues to advocate and identify options for improved 
connectivity, reliable access, bandwidth and speeds. 
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5.1 Transport context
The state government recognised the importance of Perth’s Eastern Region as 
a transport and industry hub in its urban development framework for the Perth 
and Peel regions as part of its Directions 2031 and Beyond strategy. Key locations 
identifi ed in the strategy within Perth’s Eastern Region include: Perth Airport, 
identifi ed as a strategic specialised centre; Kewdale, identifi ed as a key strategic 
industrial centre; and Midland and Morley which are identified as Strategic 
Metropolitan Centres. The secondary centres of Belmont and Ellenbrook perform 
an important role in the region’s economy and provide essential services to their 
catchment populations. The state government’s draft Perth Transport Strategy – 
Transport @ 3.5 Million highlights these centres and considers the timeframes for 
improved transport connections to be based according to the population growth 
targets of ‘by 2.7M’; ‘by 3.5M’; and ‘beyond 3.5M’.

The region’s major industrial presence includes Malaga, Kewdale, Hazelmere, 
Forrestfi eld, Bayswater and Bassendean, all of which play key roles in transport, 
storage, manufacturing and logistics for the state’s construction and resource 
sectors. The signifi cant transport and industrial hub in Perth’s Eastern Region is 
a major generator of economic output. Correspondingly there are a number of 
high traffi c major roads in and around these centres as well as major rail and road 
networks linking Perth with the rest of Western Australia and with the east coast 
of Australia.

The EMRC, through its Regional Integrated Transport Strategy Implementation 
Advisory Group, supports and advocates for alignment of local and regional 
transport strategies with state strategies in order to ensure consistent messaging 
and delivery of transport priorities, particularly where funding had been allocated, 
or priorities announced that affect Perth’s Eastern Region.

Perth Airport is serviced by a growing number of international, domestic and 
regional airlines, with close to 13.8 million passengers travelling through Perth 
Airport terminals in 2015/2016 and with passenger numbers projected to rise to 
28.5 million by 2034. 

An effective, effi cient and safe transport network that integrates all 
transport modes is vital to ensuring the productivity, liveability and 
efficiency of the region into the future. The EMRC works with our 
member councils to advocate for, and provide advice, assistance, 
project support and research on transport matters, including 
investment in infrastructure, delivery of behaviour change programs 
and improvements to all aspects of transport safety.  

for an effi cient 
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5.2 Regional transport priorities

5.2.1 Increase and maximise benefits of infrastructure 
and services

The Forrestfi eld - Airport Link will provide new rail services 
and facilitate improved bus networks for the eastern suburbs, 
foothills and surrounding community to the Perth CBD. The 
Forrestfi eld - Airport Link includes three new stations and will 
provide a rail solution that improves transport connectivity 
to and from Perth Airport, the eastern suburbs and regional 
centres. There is the potential for signifi cant economic benefi t 
in the surrounding areas for higher residential and commercial 
densities if development of land use is appropriately managed 
and progressed. The EMRC will advocate for consideration 
of the economic benefits of high density residential and 
commercial space in close proximity to stations.

Perth Airport is serviced 
by a growing number of 
international, domestic and 
regional airlines, with

28.5 million   

The EMRC recognises the importance of public transport 
across Perth’s Eastern Region and the signifi cant issues that 
need to be addressed such as increasing services, coverage 
and frequency required to connect to activity, recreational 
and employment centres. Modifications are required in 
order to reduce congestion, increase road safety and remedy 
transport access issues for young people and the elderly. Public 
transport infrastructure priorities include the relocation of the 
Midland Train Station adjacent to the Midland Health Campus 
and supplying appropriate public transport connections to 
Ellenbrook and Morley.  

Rail connections for both freight and commuter purposes 
is a long term priority. These connections need to be 
efficient, support a growing population and be aligned to 
have minimum detrimental effect on surrounding areas, 
particularly in terms of environmental impacts and dividing 
activity centres. 

Existing roads are facing combined pressures of increased 
heavy freight transport traffic brought about by resource 
sector activity and the growth of the key industrial centres in 
the region, along with increased local passenger traffi c and 
demand for integrated public transport due to the economic 
and demographic growth of the region. The EMRC supports 
and advocates for road infrastructure priorities including 
the upgrade of significant sections of road that fall under 
the jurisdiction of state and federal government funding 
as well as local roads, which remain the responsibility of 
member councils.

Perth’s Eastern Region has been the recipient of extensive 
road network upgrades such as Gateway WA and Northlink 
WA, both of which include a network of high quality Principal 
Shared Paths, and will shortly see the commencement of 
works to construct the Forrestfi eld - Airport Link, connecting 
to the Midland rail line at Bayswater Station. Further, the 
Cities of Bayswater and Belmont, together with the state 
government, are investing in Bike Boulevard infrastructure 
to capitalise on active transport in the region. Planning is 
underway by the Cities of Bayswater, Belmont and the Shire 
of Kalamunda to ensure maximum benefi t occurs with the 
delivery of high-density residential, a new activity centre and 
transit orientated development precincts based around the 
new train stations.

by 2034.

passenger 
numbers
projected to rise to 
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5.2.2 Behaviour change

Reducing reliance on cars, particularly for short trips, is important 
for reducing the future cost of road infrastructure development, 
congestion, impacts on the environment and carbon emissions from 
vehicles, as well as improving social equity, connectivity and providing 
greater active transport options. Making streets more walking and 
cycling friendly has the potential to generate more business and 
stimulate the local economy. The challenge ahead is to develop a 
community that uses private motorised transport less and instead 
utilises alternative modes such as walking, cycling and public transport. 

The EMRC is in the ideal position to coordinate a multi-municipality 
behaviour change program, such as the Your Move program, that 
corresponds with the delivery of the new transport infrastructure 
and linking public transport to recreation and activity centres. 
Your Move is a travel behaviour program linking transport and physical 
activity outcomes.

Travel behaviour will continue to be infl uenced by underlying factors 
related to peak travel times and peak congestion times, affecting 
how, when and where people travel as well as social, economic and 
technological trends and factors. The EMRC remains at the ready to 
advocate for effective solutions.
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5.2.3 Safety

Improving road safety for all road users across the region is a 
priority. A total of 164 vehicles were involved in a fatal crash 
in the region between 2010 and 2015. Whilst many of these 
fatal crashes involved motor vehicles, as greater efforts are 
made to increase the amount of people using active modes, it 
is important to consider how these vulnerable road users will 
interact with the rest of the transport network.

The EMRC’s Direction Zero: A Regional Road Safety Plan for 
Perth’s Eastern Region. comprises of five key focus areas: 
Safe Roads and Roadsides; Safe Road Use; Safe Vehicles; Safe 
Speeds; and Road Safety Planning and Governance. These key 
focus areas align with those set out in the federal and state 
governments’ road safety strategies. 

Four key road safety issues were identifi ed in this plan:

• Crashes at intersections.

• Vehicles and motor cycles running off the road.

• Those involving vulnerable road users such as pedestrians, 
cyclists and motor cyclists.

• Road user behaviour relating to speed, inattention / driver 
distraction and / or driving under the infl uence of alcohol or 
drugs.

The EMRC will support its member council’s by advocating for 
appropriate road safety awareness campaigns and blackspot 
and black route treatments in the region with a focus on 
reducing the amount of deaths and serious injuries on roads 
in the region.

A total of 164 vehicles were involved 
in a fatal crash in the region between 
2010 and 2015
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Key advocacy stakeholders include: member councils, other 
local governments, state and federal governments and their 
agencies, members of parliament representing Perth’s Eastern 
Region, business / commerce, industry, not for profi t sector 
and the community. 

Key methods of achieving advocacy outcomes include: 
seeking regional funding; corresponding with all levels 
of government, organisations and regional stakeholders; 
preparing submissions and awards; cross regional 
collaboration; attendance at meetings and forums; developing 
key partnerships; and undertaking high level research. 

Areas of Focus Advocacy Actions

Waste reduction 
and resource 
recovery

Continue awareness-raising of the role of regional councils in waste management and 
resource recovery. 

Continue advocacy for the use of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Levy hypothecated 
to the Waste Authority for investment into waste management infrastructure.

Advocate for development of new waste management practices and services.

Pursue best practice waste management practices.

Environmentally 
sustainable 
solutions

Advocate to state government for funding to support the EMRC’s best practice, sustainable and 
effi cient waste services planned to meet the future needs of the region.

Continue community engagement and awareness-raising of the benefi ts of the Wood Waste to 
Energy Plant, converting surplus wood waste to renewable energy and biochar.

Capacity for 
the future

Promote the continued diversion and recovery of waste to extend the life of the Red Hill Waste 
Management Facility. 

Continue to pursue avenues for funding of resource recovery technologies and resource recovery 
infrastructure into the future.

Advocate for the use of resource recovery products that have been diverted from landfi ll.

Continue awareness-raising of all elements of the Resource Recovery Park and source funding 
partners as required.
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Areas of Focus Advocacy Actions

Swan and 
Helena Rivers

Undertake advocacy as identifi ed in the Swan and Helena Rivers Management Framework Review 
Report and Action Plan.

Include issues facing the Swan and Helena Rivers in advocacy to the state government and also 
to the federal government the under its Plan for a Cleaner Environment.

Natural resource 
management

Undertake advocacy as identifi ed in the Regional Environmental Strategy 2016-2020.

Seek opportunities to revegetate urban environments, strengthen natural resource management, 
reduce carbon emissions, improve water quality and build resilience in communities under the 
Federal Government Plan for a Cleaner Environment.

Seek funding to undertake research and support member councils to implement stormwater 
harvesting, re-use of water and managed aquifer recharge projects to address water availability 
issues in a drying climate.

Promote sustainable and adaptive environmental initiatives to maintain and enhance the region’s 
natural assets.

Advocate for improved regional air, water and land quality and regional biodiversity conservation.

Climate change Undertake advocacy as identifi ed in the Regional Environmental Strategy 2016-2020.

Seek opportunities to strengthen the environment’s resilience to the impacts of climate change 
under the Federal Government Plan for a Cleaner Environment.

Continue to raise awareness of, and opportunities to deal with, emerging environmental issues.

Business growth, 
investment and 
innovation

Promote the region as an attractive investment destination.

Advocate for the priority areas identifi ed in the Regional Economic Development Strategy 
2016-2020.

Foster and enhance relationships with key stakeholders including government agencies and 
business groups.

Promote partnership opportunities with organisations for the development of initiatives 
and projects.

Infrastructure 
to support 
strategic centres 
and population 
growth

Advocate for increased investment and upgrades in regional infrastructure.

Advocate for facilitation of sustainable economic development of the region.

Develop and promote a Smart Cities Plan for the region.

Maximise 
infrastructure 
benefi ts

Undertake a regional approach to research, advocacy and grant funding to create a 
stronger voice.

Foster relationships with businesses in the region and promote awareness of opportunities to 
maximise national broadband network rollout benefi ts.

Promote opportunities to facilitate regional, cultural and recreation activities.

Increase and 
maximise 
benefi ts of 
infrastructure 
and services

Advocate for increased investment in regional transport infrastructure.

Advocate for priorities identifi ed in the Regional Integrated Transport Strategy 2016-2020.

Review and advocate for improved public transport options throughout the region.

Behaviour 
change

Advocate for improved social equity, connectivity and public health through greater active 
transport opportunities.

Advocate for the Your Move program.

Safety Advocate for safe roads and roadsides, safe road use, safe vehicles, safe speeds and road safety 
planning and governance.
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Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council

226 Great Eastern Highway, Belmont WA 6104  

PO Box 234, Belmont WA 6984

Telephone: 08 9424 2222  

Facsimile: 08 9277 7598

www.emrc.org.au


