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Trees are the dominant feature of our outdoor spaces. We need trees to provide shade, shelter and food for animals and us. This activity takes
you outdoors to observe nature, especially trees. View the Treemendous Trees Animoto https://animoto.com/play/Wlc0hrzaAv1XvRwBTfCz7Q
(this link needs to be opened in Google Chrome, Microsoft Edge or Mozilla Firefox to play)

You may be surprised by the number and variety of animals
you see and hear when you pause and look closely at a tree.

?
What will you discover?

Exploration
Go for a walk outside and observe what is
happening in nature. Walk slowly and look
carefully at the trees and other plants. Stop.
Sit or stand still for 10 – 20 minutes and
listen. What animals and other sounds do
you hear and see.

Observation – Look closely
Choose a tree to examine. Look and
listen for evidence of animals – birds
singing, chewing or spots on leaves, nests,
scratching on the bark, holes. Look around
the base of the tree. Are there any chewed
nuts or scratching.

Chewed nuts activity
Collect honky nut that have different chew
marks and see if you can work out what has
been feeding in the tree. http://museum.
wa .g ov. a u /ex p l o re /o n l i n e - ex h i b i t i o n s /
cockatoo-care/marri-nut-identification

Changing seasons activity
As the seasons change trees have flowers or
f ruit or seed pods. Some lose their leaves.
Choose a tree near your home or in the
school grounds and visit it once a month.
Record

your

observations

(write,

draw,

photos) of any changes and any animals
you see.

To find out about trees that flower in different seasons and how the Nyoongar people
used them. Please click here Bush Cards for Youth for more information.

Knowledge
Nature changes with the seasons. In the south west of Western Australia it is widely recognised that we have 6 seasons as described by the local
Indigenous people. The Nyoongar names for these seasons are Birak, Bunuru, D jeran, Makuru, D jilba and Kambarang. The Nyoongar six-season
calendar is a guide to what nature is doing at every stage of the year. Seasons can be long or short depending on what is happening around us
rather than by dates on a calendar.
Learn more about the 6 Nyoongar seasons here. http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/nyoongar/index.shtml
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